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Dear Representative Sanchez, Senator McCrory, and Members of the Education 
Committee 
 
I am writing in opposition to S.B. 229 (RAISED) AN ACT CONCERNING THE 
CHARTER SCHOOL APPROVAL PROCESS. 
 
I am a resident of Danbury and have taught English to English Language Learners for 
more than 35 years in a variety of programs in Hartford, East Hartford, and Danbury.  
 
Over the period of 35 years, I can testify that programs for English Language Learners 
in the public schools have been underfunded and continue to be underfunded.  This 
lack of funding effects the quality of education that could be if our tax dollars for 
education were allocated to public education.   
 
As CT recognizes the educational needs of its residents and its responsibility in 
providing English or Bilingual services, the Danbury Public Schools has continued to 
expand its services to our English Language Learners.  This progress includes 
increasing the numbers of teachers who have advanced degrees, are certified in their 
subject area, are bilingual and have personally experienced acquiring English as an 
additional language in their own education. 
 
In comparison, research of charter school applications and State required evaluations 
indicate that most charters do not have the institutional experience nor properly 
prepared, certified, ESL/Bilingual teachers nor do they have full time administrators who 
are specialists in English language programing and compliance. 
 
In closing, I ask the Education Committee members to vote no on S.B. 229 and oppose 
any legislation that provides funds for new charters while the public schools are 
underfunded and struggle as they persevere to carry out their mission to implement the 
right to a free and equal education for all members of our communities. 
 
Thank you for your time. 
  
Respectfully,   
Anne Riddle 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 



 
 
 


